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Todd Litman

Energy and the Environment: Implications for 
Urban Transportation Policy and Planning
An analytical seminar presented by DOE/EERE’s Office of Planning,  
Budget, and Analysis and NREL’s Strategic Energy Analysis Center

Todd Litman, Founder and Executive Director  
Victoria Transport Policy Institute

Thursday, January 25, 2007 (rescheduled)
Noon – 1 p.m. (in Washington, D.C. - bring your lunch) 
10 – 11 a.m. (videoconference in Golden, Colo.)

Today’s world is facing several energy and environmental issues that 
affect future urban transport – and have implications for transport 
policy and planning. This presentation, given by Todd Litman of 
Canada’s Victoria Transport Policy Institute, will discuss various 
energy and environmental problems, how they can be evaluated, and 
options for addressing them. Many of these issues – including total fuel consumption, 
pollution emissions, land-use dispersion, etc. – may become severe crises that threaten 
economic stability and human life.

There is considerable debate about the nature and magnitude of these problems and how 
to evaluate them. A reductionist perspective considers them a set of unrelated problems, 
each of which should be assigned to a particular specialist or agency to solve in ways 
that require the least change in transport behavior. An alternative, more comprehensive 
perspective is that these problems all result, to various degrees, from market distortions 
that encourage inefficient and economically excessive motor vehicle travel. This seminar 
will address “Win-Win Transportation Solutions,” which are technically feasible reforms 
justified on market principles. 

Todd Litman is founder and executive director of the Victoria Transport Policy Institute, 
an independent research organization dedicated to developing innovative solutions to 
transport problems. His work helps to expand the range of impacts and options considered in 
transportation decision-making, improve evaluation methods, and make specialized technical 
concepts accessible to a larger audience. His research is used worldwide in transport planning 
and policy analysis. He authored the Online TDM Encyclopedia, a comprehensive Internet 
resource for identifying and evaluating mobility management strategies. He is active in several 
professional organizations, including the Transportation Research Board (a section of U.S. 
National Academy of Sciences), and the Canadian Centre for Sustainable Transportation.
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